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James Brassard, Pastor

Pastor’s Corner

| have a confession to make about the sermon | preached on
confession. | am sorry. | didn’t mean to offend anyone with the YouTube
clip about the self-service confessional booth. Some might call this a
qualified confession. | am apologizing for something | did without
admitting it was completely wrong. Let me explain.

Methodist Bishop and preaching Professor Bill Willimon always warns
pastors about trying to use humor in sermons. What is humorous and
clever usually depends on the sensitivities of the various listeners. Most
church goers have some strong religious beliefs and cherished practices.
When they think the pastor is making fun of those practices and beliefs,
they understandably get upset. Humor can backfire if it hits too close to
cherished beliefs. | try to be careful. For example, | have been a huge
fan of Garrison Keillor’s long running PBS radio show “A Prairie Home
Companion.” | got hooked when | read his best seller, Lake Woebegone
Days. My father, who served among Lutherans in lowa, thought the

descriptions of the Norwegian Lutheran pastor were hilarious and spot on.

Keillor, raised Lutheran in the Midwest, is a Christian whose monologue is
filled with grace. The show always has Christian music. My lowa cousins,
all lifelong Lutherans, also love the show which is recorded in St. Paul.

| have heard from other Lutherans who are deeply offended by the
program.

| selected the clip about the self-service confessional for two reasons.
The main reason was to highlight the need people have to confess their
sins and to receive forgiveness. The traditional practice of personal
confession before a priest has diminished in practice due to the shortage
of Catholic clergy and the lack of understanding about the importance of
confession in our spiritual health. | thought the clip was clever because it
showed a devout man attempting to confess his adultery and being
stymied by having to use a machine that allowed his shameful act to be
broadcast to the busybodies seated near the confessional booth. |
thought the clip was more sad than humorous. | think the clip affirmed the
classic practice of personal confession. | selected it because the topic of
sin was a heavy one and | thought my sermon needed a light moment.

| am certain that many of Jesus’ parables offended the “religious
authorities” of his day. Here is a hint. You want to offend me? These are
a few of my hot buttons. One, make cracks about Al Gore that attempt
to belittle the overwhelming evidence for global climate change. Two,
send those mean spirited “birther” jokes about President Obama.
Enough already.

Together in search of grace and peace, James Brassard
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ANNUAL CRAB FEAST
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Sunday, August 29, 2010
1-4 PM at Whitemarsh Park
in Bowie (large pavilion)

Tickets on sale!

Sunday 8/8, 8/15, 8/22
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Communion will be served on August 8th

On August 1st we heard some reflections from the 32 youth and adults who attended the Youth
Conference at Montreat, North Carolina. We also honored James Rada, who has completed a
highly successful three-year term as our Youth Coordinator. My sermon was titled, “Wandering
off Script.” It addressed the wonderful peculiarities of ministry to inquiring youth.

August 8, 2010
19th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Worship at 10 AM with
No Sunday School for Jr./Sr. High

Youth Group 5-7 PM (SHR)

August 15, 2010
20th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Worship at 10 AM
Children’s Discovery after the children’s
message (Children’s Worship Center)
Sunday School: Jr./Sr. High (SHR)
Deacons’ Cluster Gathering and Potluck

after church (cluster #'s 4 & 12)
after church in Dodds Hall

Dinner to honor James Rada
6-8 PM (Dodds Hall)

Youth Group 6-8 PM (Dodds Hall)

August 22, 2010
21st Sunday in Ordinary Time
Worship at 10 AM
Children’s Discovery after the children’s
message (Children’s Worship Center)

Sunday School: Jr./Sr. High (SHR)
Youth Group 5-7 PM (SHR)

August 29, 2010
22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time

Worship at 10 AM
Children’s Discovery after the children’s
message (Children’s Worship Center)

Sunday School: Jr./Sr. High (SHR)

ANNUAL CRAB FEAST
at White Marsh Park Pavilion
(1-4 PM)
Youth Group 5-7 PM (SHR)

Session Highlights—July 2010

« On Sunday, July 11, five Elders and three Deacons were installed at

Worship Service.

« Rev. Brassard conducted an orientation for New Officers at the July

Session meeting.

« The Youth Coordinator Committee has selected Marilee Neff to
replace James Rada as Coordinator of Youth and Family

Ministry. Congratulations Marilee!

« Approval for Mission Council to send Marilee Neff to Haiti with the
SOLES4SOULS® Program to help distribute the shoes collected by

Vacation Bible School Mission project.

« There will be a search for a new Children’s Ministry Coordinator.
Marilee will continue with the responsibilities of this position until the

new Coordinator is in place.


http://www.SOLES4SOULS.org�

Sunday, August 29th

White Marsh Park Pavilion
(large pavilion) 1-4 PM

@rab Feast

Tickets will be available after church on Sunday 8/8, 8/15 and 8/22.
Includes crabs, (or may order crab cake), chicken, corn and watermelon.
Bring your own cold beverages, ice, utensils and paper products.

Tickets: $25 adults, $10 kids 6-12 (or adults not eating crab), under 6 free.

For questions or to volunteer to help please contact Barbara Engh.

Special Thanks

Thank you to CCPC for all the years of
love and support you gave to me and
Bud. I will always remember the years
of Vacation Bible School, Mothets’
Morning Out, Sunday school, and my
Faith Circle. Bud and I made friends for
life at CCPC, and I have faith that God
has a plan for all of us.

With love, Dessamore L. Hillman

Thank you from our hearts for
the prayers, cards, and support
shown to our family—they mean so
very much to us. We are blessed on
so many fronts—ABill is working
hard on his recovery and gets better
every day. We feel surrounded by
love and grace.

Bill and Margaret Hallau

A big thank-you to all those who
helped with snacks at VBS: Beverly
Clemence, Joan Burdett, Mary Lou
Chappell, Dick Neff, Jan Bridger, Judy
Frank, and Jackie Smith. A special thank
-you to Barbara Stone, my dedicated
assistant! Also, thank-you to everyone
who donated ingredients for the snacks.

Thank-you to Rita’s!

Rita’s of Bowie gave us a very gen-
erous discount when we purchased
the delicious cherry Italian Ice for
Vacation Bible School. Thanks to
Rita’s generosity, we were able to
provide a special snack!

I want to thank everyone
for the cards and kind words 1
received after the death of my
sister, Terry Sorbello.

Also, I want to express my
sincere appreciation to all those
who helped with her memorial
service, and all the Deacons
who assisted with the reception
afterwards. I realized how
valuable it is to have such a
supportive church family during
trying times.

Blessings, Shirley Cooke

Sounds strange?

The staff at the Community Café has asked that we discontinue our practice of giving personal
health care kits to the people who are homeless who get a noon meal at the United Methodist
Church in Greenbelt. Apparently some of the clients are selling the products. CCPC has been an
active member of a church coalition that feeds people each day. Jane Sumner has faithfully
collected small-sized soap, shampoo and skin cream, from business travelers who frequent

hotels. She has quite a collection and is running out of space. We will probably put together some
sort of health kits when we host Warm Night in the winter. Hold them till then.
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*Youth Group will meet Sunday,
*August 8th from 5-7 PM in the
senior high room.

For questions or for more information contact
ccpecyouth@verizon.net

CAPITAL AREA FOOD BANK
COORDINATOR SOUGHT

We need your help!
Jo Bolig will no longer be coordinating the Capital Area
Food Bank trips when they begin again in the Fall. As a
result, this program may be in limbo unless someone else
picks up the ball. If you are interested in helping to
coordinate these visits, please contact Debbie Sell.

Coffee Hour Coordinator Needed

CCPC is looking for a volunteer to become our
new Coffee Hour Schedule Coordinator
beginning in September.

If you are interested, please contact
Laurel Cox, Parish Life.

(August) Sunday School
Summer Schedule for Jr. and Sr. High

Aug 8th—Communion Sunday: STAY IN CHURCH
Aug 15th—Sunday School: Sr. High room
Aug 22nd—Sunday School: Sr. High room
Aug 29th—Sunday School: Sr. High room

Sunday school schedule is subject to change
based on volunteer availability.

Adult Education Committee Meeting

The Adult Education Committee will meet on
Monday, August 16th, 7 PM in the
conference room. Anyone interested in
attending is invited to come.

Adult Strength and

Fitness Classes will break for the

summer, and resume on September 11"

from 10-11:30 AM in Dodds Hall.
Led by Daniel and Judi Snyder

N ' ) |
Munchin S, Paper
Luncheon & ; Tliggfs
Monday, August 9t 00 _ roup
11:30 AM in Dodds Hall We will take a
. break during the
Join us for lunch

and fellowship. month of August.

Our meeting
schedule
Health and Healing || resumes inthe
We will meet once a month fall.
Join us on

during the summer.
Our August meeting date Wedr?esday, Sept
is Tuesday the 10th. Join gt for a hot

YOGA Schedule

Mondays and Thursdays
at 4 and 7 PM in the sanctuary.

Tiger Lilies Lady Tigers

Will not meet in
THE LADY TIGERS WILL

August. Our first
meeting of the fall NOT MEET IN AUGUST.

will be on Monday;, Our first meeting of the fall

. will be held Sept. 9th
SEp.t' 6hat 7:30 PM Contact Anne or
in the parlor. Bea Uehling.

us in the parlor from Breakfast in
11 AM-12:30 PM. Dodds Hall from
All are welcome! 8-10 AM.
COMMUNITY CAFE

The next visit to the Café
will be Friday, September 10"

We'll be leaving the church at 11:15 AM for
anyone who is interested in going. The bag
lunches and sandwiches will be made on
Thursday, September 9. We'll meet in the
church kitchen at 3 o'clock.

Thank you, Debbie Sell.

CCPC Kanits with Sticks (and Crochets too) will meet
again on Monday, August 9t at 1 PM in the parlor.
Men are welcome! Call or e-mail Priscilla Bouic if you
would like to attend.

We are extending an invitation to anyone in the
congregation who wishes to participate in knitting or
crocheting scarves for the Christmas Families.

You do not have to attend the “Knits with Sticks” meeting
to participate. There will be six simple knitting patterns to
choose from, all on one sheet, and there will be 3 crochet
patterns. Information is available in the atrium. Thanks to
all who wish to participate in this endeavor. Priscilla Bouic.
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Contact Us

Pastor James Brassard
301-262-6008 office
ccpcpastor@verizon.net

Pastoral Assistant for
Outreach & Care

Margaret Hallau
301-262-6008 office
ccpcpa@verizon.net

Marilee Neff
ccpeyouth@verizon.net

Coordinator of Ministry to
Youth and Families

Coordinator of Children’s Marilee Neff
Ministry ccpekids@verizon.net

Music Director Susan Ricci Rogel

301-262-6008

Office Assistant /
Caller Production, Design
and Distribution

Renée M. Collins Georges
301-262-6008 office
ccpcbowie@verizon.net

OFFICE HOUDRS
Office Hours:

Please note of the following staff hours:

Secretary/Admin Assistant office hours:

*Out - Monday & Wednesday
*(volunteers and staff will cover the desk
and phones)

In - Tuesday (9 AM-4:00 PM)
In - Thursday (9 AM-4:00 PM)
In - Friday (9 AM to 3 PM)

Margaret Hallau, our Pastoral Assistant for
Outreach and Care can be reached at the
church by phone (301-262-6008) or by email at
ccpcpa@verizon.net.

Pastoral office hours:

Monday (10:00 AM-3:00 PM)

Tuesday (10:00 AM-4:00 PM)

Wednesday afternoon (12:00 PM-4:00 PM)
Pastoral Care

Out - Thursday

Friday mornings vary, depending on staff
meetings and other needs.

Marilee Neff, our Coordinator of Children's
Ministry and Coordinator of Ministry to
Youth and Families can be reached by email
at ccpckids@verizon.net and
ccpeyouth@verizon.net or you may leave a
message for Marilee at the church.

\, Lost & Found
A box containing items is located
in the church Office.
Unclaimed items are donated and/or
discarded at the end of each month. Please
contact the office for information.
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Looking Ahead

August 2010
ePaper Tigers (Summer break) No meetings in August
eDeacon’s Cluster Gathering at Becky Pfarrer’s (#9, 15) (Aug 7)
eMunchin Luncheon (Aug 9) 11:30 AM, Dodds Hall
eHealth and Healing (Aug 10) Special time! 11 AM-12 PM, parlor
eDeacon’s Cluster Gathering (#1, 7) (Aug 14) 5 PM, Dodds Hall
eDeacon’s Cluster Gathering after church (#4, 11) (Aug 15)
eSoulCollage (Aug 21) 11 AM-4 PM, Conference room
eAnnual Crab Feast (Aug 29) 1-4 PM, White Marsh Park Pavilion
eSeptember CALLER with September 2010 Calendar, (Aug 31).
Ads and articles are due by: Thurs 8/26

September 2010

oFall schedule begins: Circles, Groups, and Committees

(A meeting/events schedule will appear in the September Caller)
eCharity Circle (Sept 2) 10 AM, parlor
eChurch Picnic (Sept 5) at Allen Pond Park.
eLast 10AM service (Sept 5)
eTiger Lilies (Sept 6) Labor Day (Sept 6)
eSunday School begins (Sept 12)
ePaper Tigers Fall Meeting and Breakfast (Sept 8) 8-10 AM, DH
oChoir Rehearsals begin (Sept 8):

Chancel, 6:30 PM; Cornerstone, 7:45 PM
oClinquant Rehearsals begin (Sept 9) Choir room, 7 PM
eAdult Fitness and Training (Sept 11) 10-11:30 AM, Dodds Hall
eDiscovery Circle (Sept 12) 6:30-8:30 PM, parlor
eMunchin Luncheon (Sept 13) 11:30 AM, Dodds Hall
«3-fold CALLER distribution (Sept 14)

Ads and articles are due by: Thurs 9/9
eHealth and Healing (Sept 14) 9:30 AM-12 PM, parlor
«Community Café bag lunch prep (Sept 9) 3 PM, CCPC Kitchen
e«Community Café Visit (Sept 10) 11:15 AM, meet at CCPC
ePrayer/Study Group first meeting of the fall (Sept 19) 7 PM
eQOctober CALLER with October 2010 Calendar (Sept 28)

Ads and articles are due by: Thurs 9/23

October 2010

eAdult Fitness and Training (Saturdays) 10-11:30 AM, Dodds Hall
oCCPC Ladies Getaway (Oct 8-10) Dunes Manor, O.C., MD
eMunchin Luncheon (Oct 11) 11:30 AM, Dodds Hall
«3-fold CALLER distribution (Oct 12)
Ads and articles are due by: Thurs 10/7
eHealth and Healing (Tuesdays) 9:30 AM-12 PM, parlor
eDiscovery Circle (Every 2nd Sunday) 6:30 PM , parlor
eNovember CALLER with November 2010 Calendar (Oct 26)

Ads and articles are due by: Thurs 10/21

CALLFEL SCHEDULE

The September Caller (with September calendar)
will be distributed on 8/31/2010
Articles are due by Thurs, 8/26/2010

Please submit all requests — to appear in the September

issue — to the office by Thursday, August 26.

Some images and clip art that appear in the Caller

are “by ChristArt.com.”
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Bowie Interfaith Pantry

We are open for distribution and service
9 AM-11 AM on Monday, Wednesday and Friday.
We are closed on holidays.

Located at: Christian Community Presbyterian Church
(in the Education Building at the rear of the parking lot)

3120 Belair Drive — Bowie MD 20715
Visit our website: www.bowiefoodpantry.org
E-mail us: BowieFoodPantry@gmail.com Phone: 301-262-6765

A
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Christian Community Presbyterian Church

CCPC, the first Protestant church in Levitt Bowie, was born from a passion for Christian mission
in the local community, and this focus continues.

Our Mission: To worship God, to grow in faith and community, and to place our gifts
in the service of Jesus Christ.

CCPC’s Sermons on the Web! Did you know that you can hear audio sermons on the web?
Yes, you can access the sermons at the CCPC website. Go to worship, then click on sermons.
Click on the mpeg of the sermon you wish to hear.

Visit the Pastor’s Blog: http://james-exploringtheword.blogspot.com (Also accessible from our website)

3120 Belair Drive
Bowie, MD 20715
Phone (301) 262-6008
Fax (301) 262-5177
Web: ccpc.bowiemd.org
E-mail: ccpcbowie@verizon.net
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