
 

Pastor’s Corner 
 

 The earthquake in Haiti last week caused incredible loss of life and property.  Some of the stories and 
pictures are almost too horrible to see.  The loss of life almost rivals the tsunami a few years ago.  Jim  
Wallis of Sojourners pointed out in his blog last Friday that in this kind of natural disaster, it is always the 
poorest who suffer the most.  Those who have the least to lose are often those who lose the most.  Life is  
always hardest for poor people living on the edge.  And Haiti is the poorest country in the hemisphere.  
 
 Even in normal times, poverty is hidden and rarely reported.  It’s there, but it doesn’t seem to merit a 
story except when the annual statistics about the percentages who are under the poverty line are released.  
The discussion is then about the trend line or who is to blame for their predicament.  David Brooks, in his 
New York Times column, wrote that the earthquake in Haiti is really a poverty story not a disaster story.   
He mentioned that the October 17, 1989 quake that hit the San Francisco bay area registered the same 
7.0 magnitude as the Haiti quake.  In San Francisco, also a densely populated urban center, 63 people 
were killed. The Red Cross estimates the toll in Port-au-Prince at between 45,000 and 50,000.  In very poor 
countries the buildings are poorly constructed; there is very inadequate infrastructure and terrible public 
services.  When disaster strikes, the consequences are dire. 
 
 Tragic moments also bring out the best in American citizens. We put aside differences and unite to  
support people and their families.  The amount of money that was raised via cell phone transfer alone was 
staggering.  A former colonel in the Navy once told me that real relief doesn’t start until the American  
military takes charge.  No other organization in the world can mobilize the level of resources needed in such 
a short period of time. 
 
 The tragedy in Haiti reminds us that our brothers and sisters around the world (and sometimes across the 
CCPC atrium where Warm Nights is located this week) suffer not only from tragic events but from the  
everyday grind of poverty. 
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In Luke 4:14-31, we find Jesus and his disciples back in his hometown of Nazareth.  During the morning worship 
service, Jesus is asked to read the lesson from a scroll of Isaiah.  He then offers a few interpretive comments.  
At first the town folks were impressed by his wisdom. Then his comments hit too close to home and they almost 
threw him off the cliff.  It’s always been hard being a prophet.  The sermon is “Preaching from the Brow of the 
Hill.”  

Haiti Relief Efforts 

CCPC will be making a contribution 

to Haiti relief and we will immedi‐

ately pass on any offering that were 
given this past Sunday to the  

Presbyterian Disaster  

Assistance relief efforts.  

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS  
 

CCPC received a gift of $10,000 from the estate of Thomas  
C. Phillips IV, a prior member of the church.   
 

The Session approved an Operating Budget for 2010 for 
$531,950.   
 

Work continues in moving the Bowie Food Pantry from spaces in 
Dodds Hall to the Education Building and upgrading spaces  
vacated by the Pantry to classroom and meeting spaces. 
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Reflections on Christmas Families 2009 
 
The Christmas Families project is a marvelous opportunity for us to work as God’s hands and feet.  It involves 
so many of us, and touches so many people, that I wanted to share some of the “stories” from the 2009  
experience.  Here are some “Reflections on Christmas Families 2009.” 
 
My first real experience with the “business side” of Christmas Families occurred in the fall of 2008.  I assisted 
Sue Cobb when she was the coordinator.  I really didn’t feel like I was doing all that much work, but I really 
enjoyed working along side Sue as she demonstrated her selfless giving, calm – but strong – leadership, and 
sincere, authentic Christianity.  It was a blessing to be her assistant.  I knew Sue was fighting a battle with  
cancer, but it never occurred to me that she would not be here to take the lead on Christmas Families in 2009.  
As you know, Sue lost her battle with cancer in July 2009.  I felt God’s call to pick up where she left off with 
Christmas Families, and the time we had spent together on the project the previous Christmas would prove to 
be my training period. 
 
The coordination process begins in earnest in mid-August with requesting referrals from our three main  
referring organizations – Prince George’s County Public Schools, the Bowie Therapeutic Nursery and the 
Bowie Interfaith Food Pantry.  It became clear early on that our numbers would be up this year.  At one point  
I sent Rev. James an email letting him know we were approaching 200 children and asked if that worried him.  
He quickly responded that “200 children was a great opportunity.”  His support gave me the confidence to 
move forward and was a reminder that God was our most important partner in the project and all would work 
out just fine.  No worries! 
 
The next indication that God was with us occurred on Sunday, November 15 – the designated program kick-off 
day.  I made an announcement at the first service about the project and proceeded to Dodds Hall for a cup of 
coffee.  Chills came over me as I pulled a mug out of the rack and saw Sue Cobb’s name on it!  Could there be 
any doubt that Sue was also with us again this year?  That chilly feeling soon turned to a warm glow. 
 
The final numbers came to 91 families with 264 children – a 55% increase over 2008.  One family (with three 
children) was referred just one week before Christmas.  We were able to provide an abundance of gifts for these 
children – mostly from an assortment of items donated by a church member who had cleaned out the home of a 
loved-one who had died earlier in the year.  It was like our own loaves and fishes story! 
 
And then there was the snow storm!  What a curve that threw us.  But the people of CCPC showed up in droves 
on Friday evening to help wrap gifts.  People showed up again on Saturday in the middle of the snowfall to  
continue wrapping gifts and prepare for food sorting.   And they came back again on Sunday to sort food, even 
though the parking lot had not been plowed.  People found a way to get their turkeys to the church too.  We 
were very prepared for Monday, the scheduled pick-up day. 
 
I wanted to share one story about pick-up day.  We had an abundance of volunteers on Monday morning, partly 
due to the snow storm and the fact it closed the Federal government and local schools.  We were at a slow point 
mid-morning when a very petite woman walked into the building.  She moved slowly to the registration table,  
and it looked like it was taking all of her courage to put one foot in front of the other.  She timidly handed me 
her confirmation letter and the volunteers quickly went to work gathering her gifts and grocery bags.  As I  
explained to her that an envelope I was handing her also contained a gift card from Giant Food, she became 
overwhelmed and began to tremble.  Marilee Neff gently wrapped her arms around the woman.  She began to 
sob uncontrollably, thanking Jesus and letting Marilee know she simply did not know how she was going to 
provide for her family.  Others in the room began to realize what was happening and everyone moved in closer 
and closer to the woman as tears welled up in our eyes.  Just when the moment was getting a little too heavy for 
any of us to bear, this very wise woman lifted her head and said “I feel like I’m on the Oprah Show!”  The 
heavy moment was lifted and everyone laughed.  The woman then said that we had made her Christmas.  I told 
her no, she had made our Christmas.  This moment put the entire Christmas Families program into the right  
perspective.  Memories of all the hard work and late nights melted away as we witnessed Christ in our  
Christmas. 
 

Thank you to everyone for being a part of Christmas Families 2009!   
Roxanne Johnson, CCPC Christmas Families Coordinator 



Events at CCPC … 
Warm Nights Program in Dodds Hall (January 17-23)  
 

Library Committee Meeting—Wednesday, January 20th and February 3rd (1-3 PM) in the Library 
 

Mixed Bag Sewing Guild—Wednesday, January 20th  7 PM in the conference room. 

 

Meeting Announcement! Organization of All CCPC Storage Space—Friday, January 22nd from 7-8 PM 
in the conference room.  This meeting is being called to discuss the organization of the closets and storage 
space throughout the building.  Any group with storage and items on-site is strongly encouraged to attend. 
For information contact: Allison Harriman.  
   

Knits and Sticks—Wednesday, January 25th 1-3 PM in the parlor. 
 

Paper Tigers Breakfast—Wednesday, January 27th 8-10 AM in Dodds Hall. 
 

Children’s Ministry Game Night—Friday, January29th   
7-8:30 PM in Dodds Hall.  We are having an intergenerational game night!  We are encouraging everyone 
to come!  This is an opportunity for old and young to learn and play  games together.  Snacks and drinks 
will be available.   
 

Gadabouts Meeting—Tuesday, February 2nd at 12 noon in the conference room. 
 

QUARTERY CARPET CLEANING AND MAINTENANCE—Saturday, January 30th (Dodds Hall and church) 
 

 
Item Found 

A round, gold earring was found at Jane Sumner’s front door.  
Perhaps you visited the Sumner’s lately and are missing an earring that matches this description?  

If so, please call Jane. 

Special Thanks 
 

Thanks to the Circles for all the contributions for 
my homeless bags.  The response was “pretty good.”  
The next time will be in March.  I will contact the 
Circle leaders for what I will need.  Just remember 

I send 60 bags.  Thanks, Jane Sumner 

* Next Caller Distribution: 2//2/2010  * 
 

Articles are due by Thursday, 1/28. 

CCPC, the first Protestant church in Levitt Bowie, was born from a passion for Christian mission in the  
local community, and this focus continues.   

 

Our Mission:  
To worship God, to grow in faith and community, and to place our gifts in the  service of Jesus Christ. 

Christian Community Presbyterian Church 
3120 Belair Drive • Bowie, MD 20715 

Phone (301) 262-6008 
Fax (301) 262-5177 

Web: ccpc.bowiemd.org 
E-mail: ccpcbowie@verizon.net 



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<



    /BGR <>

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>

    /GRE <>



    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)

    /HUN <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>

    /RUM <>

    /RUS <>

    /SKY <>

    /SLV <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>

    /UKR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



