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ony
 inched through the thick, black sm

oke, craw
ling 

tow
ard his baby brother’s room

. O
nce inside Jacob’s 

room
, T

ony closed the door behind him
, grabbed Jacob 

from
 the crib, w

rapped him
 in a w

et tow
el, and took him

 
out the w

indow
 to the roof.

 
B

elow
 T

ony, firem
en ran everyw

here. Lights flashed 
and sirens scream

ed. T
ony stood frozen, w

atching 
flam

es leap up around his feet. S
uddenly a firem

an 
sw

ung up a crane, grabbed the boys, and took them
  

to safety.
 

T
he crow

d cheered. B
efore being rushed to the  

hospital, T
ony heard som

eone call him
 a hero.

W
ithout  

know
ing any 

other details,  

list how
 Tony’s 

life m
ight 

change because 

of the fire.

 
Tony had w

hat is know
n as a life-changing experience, an event  

that changes you from
 the w

ay you w
ere before. S

om
e people have  

life-changing experiences that m
ake them

 happier and stronger.  
O

thers have experiences that m
ake them

 m
ore sad or scared than 

they w
ere before.

 
H

ere is a list of som
e life-changing experiences that m

any people  
have had at one tim

e or another. S
om

e are happy, som
e are sad. A

s  
you read through them

, check off the ones T
ony m

ay experience  
after the fire. S

tar the ones that you have experienced.

Illness 
M

oving 
N

ew
 job 

F
ailing a grade 

B
ecom

ing a C
hristian

H
aving children 

B
eing arrested 

D
eath of a loved one 

S
aving a life 

G
etting a new

 sibling
N

ew
 hom

e 
W

inning a contest
P

arents’ divorce
P

et dying
N

ew
 pet

A
nsw

ered prayer
C

ar accident 
B

ecom
ing fam

ous
G

etting a new
 stepparent

H
om

e robbed or destroyed
Joining a sports team

 
O

ther

 
N

ow
 think of an event that has changed you and explain how

 you  
changed after it happened.

co
n

tin
u

e w
ritin

g
 o

n
 b

ack
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